


Introduction

Welcome to 535 Lakc /’ﬁﬁstory 101, a presentation tﬁatattcmpts to describe the
car{g /uistory of this area and to tell some of the stories of some of the settlers
and car{g residents of our communitfg.

[t was created because it’s interesting and /cam/hg about our /vﬁstory 5trcngt/76n5
our community......... and the Fowerfoint format makes /caming CELD

[ ditor’s Note:

Numerous authors have written about our area. [ he information in this presentation came from their
books and some interviews. See the last slide (i.e. ‘é;urccs” .
7—/76 accuracy of the details isn’t guarantccc/ but the basic 5tory should be close. A t the very least it is
an ackno w/cc/gcmcnt of those who came before us.

Qucstfons orcomments : C ontact /> aul E rickson at cn}:;ésonpau/suc@ao/ com
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/3 ar{g Native Americans

Man came to our area as the g/acicrs receded.

Nomadic hunters, tisherman, g3 therers of berries, nuts & weeds.

Nomadic bunters, bow & arrows, ceramic vessels and burial grouna’s (evidence of
settlements in the (Gull [ ake area).

[ ess nomadic, f:arming (wild rice), settlements move from rivers to lakeshore.

7 he fur trade was active. 777(3 Dakota were c//'sp/accd [75 Oj/’bwc.
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1857 5urvcy /\/]a/:)

cssczécgama/: = "Lakc of many passages or baﬂs”
= Bay La,éc
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With the Eui/a/ﬁvgof the NF KK fine, came the
settlement of W’tﬁi}vgton. Kobert Archibald who

was on the first survey crew, was the tirst
homesteader.

(When Post'a/ service was established the name was
cﬁangca’ to [Deerwood to avoid confusion with

Wortﬁlbgton ).

Many of Bay [ ake’s car(g settlers  E e
came down the Sessabegamah [rail . o
from {/Vftﬁingi'on Peerwood. el —



[Homestead Sections ([ ven #) vs.
NFKRK Sections (( Oa'a/ 2,

Jo promo te the Bwfdz}vg of transcontinental rail
Ines, the (JS Govt gave every odd numbered
section within 6 miles of the new line to the
railroad.

Bay [ ake is within 6 miles of the line thatwas
built from [ ake 5uPcrfor to [ ugctﬁouna’
(which goes tﬁroug/l Deerwood). So
ap, roximately half of Bay [ ake was available for
omesteading. T he land that was given to the
raflroad was available for Purcﬁasc.

T his atfected the timing and pattern of
c]cvc/opmcnt. For cxamP/c, the land that is now
535 [ ake Shores was homesteaded while
E ag/cwooc/ had to be Purc/:ascd




Dave & [ illie Achibald

In 1882, PDave & 7_12[/16 2 rclvléa/c], became the first 535 Lakc settlers. [Dave had
been born in Nova Scotiain 1845. A/t'/roug/w t/:cy intended to homestead, the land
was in Section 3 (odd numécrccf} so it had to be Purc/:asca{



AC/ﬁ[)a/a' ((_ontinued)

Tﬁcﬁ*ongiha/ /og home was rep aced prior to about 1920. T he house was later
]purcﬁascal [:y the Pelow /émf{g from St [ ouis, MO.

Tﬁc property js now owned [y Bclow decedents @/lista/bs & Wolfs)
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Nick Ne wgarcz born in Penmark in 1845, settled in W’tﬁihgton (Deerwood) in
1875 where he worked as a laboreron the track gang and at the sawmill

Jn 1877, he became a part of the first romance in the new settlement when he married
Mar:g Jo/mson, sisterof a I/V;%ﬁl}vgton area homesteader. Unfortuna te[g she died

within a year. [Je neverremarried.

/n 1882, he homesteaded most of what later became the /‘/a// /> ropcrt:g and
Birch [ awn.



Milem, (_hristensen & Pennett
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Jn 1882, Jo/m Mi/cm, Christian (hristensen & Ashacl Pennett homesteaded the
northwest area of., Bay [_a;ée.

Pennett built a sa wmi//ﬁusi' cast of where K uttger’s Main Loa’gc /S toc]aﬂ).

Jn 1884, 535 [ ake was established as a voting Prccinci'. Jo/m Mi/cm, Dave Archibald and
Nick Ncwgard' were named asjua’gcs. Milem’s home was the first voting Io/a ce.



Fenrich K nieff & [ ouise

Wasserzieher

[TFenrich K niett, born in Gcrmany in 1822, married
Doris Schlatterin 1953.

Tﬁcﬂ settled in New (JIm in 1856 where [Jenrich
opera ted a feﬂyéoatancf had a tin 5/10]0. Afterthe Civil
l/Var‘ t'/my moved to Cf:gsta/ Bay on [ ake Mi}mctonka.

Doris died in childbirth in 1868 lea ving 7 children under
the age of 15.

Jn 1872, [fenrich married [ ouise l/t/asserzieﬁcn 777:3:9
returned to Cr:gsta/ 535 where four more children were |
born.



In 1883, [Henrich & [ ouise homesteaded on the
northeast shore of, Baﬂ [_a;éc.

7_/761}' first winter was spent /iving in Nick Newgarc/’s

chicken coop.

[n 1885, tfmy built their home (1 212 Pict'urc after
additions).

] oday, tﬁw’rgrcat gr:anc/a(augﬁtcg [ rin, and ber husband, _Justin Smith operate
K nicﬂgg Shore Acres resort. | heir hbome is built on the on"gi}va/ homestead, mab'ng
their children the fifth generation to fve there.




Otto & Adeliz

Wasscrzic'ﬁcr

Otto Wasserzieher, [ ouise{( Wasserzieher) Kn/’cﬁos
brother, born in Gcnnanﬂ in 1837, married Adele Vogt

in 1869. (Ficture d aE ngcoz )/4 dele and their son

In 1883, Otto accompanied [lenrich K nietf on his
ex /oratory tﬁ}) tfo 555 [ ake and, in 1884, he and
A[c)fc/e homesteaded east of K nietFs on the north

shore of |~ cho [ ake (now [ ame [ish [ ake).

7_/761‘6 wasn’ta road, but t'/ycy could visit ég boat tra vcﬁhg across |~ cho
[ ake down the Mud River and into Bay [ ake.



Wasserzieher ((_ontinued)

I/Z'/u:s Paintin% done /:g [Fenrich Kniett, c{c/oicts the
asserzieher homestead where t ey grew berries and

aPP/cs.
Toc]ay, tﬁcﬁ“gfancfson, K en,and his wite Sharon ,five
"= - o\ on the homestead { north side of 7-amc ﬁsﬁ [__a,ée
R oo ——— Koad at he ”/\/fap/c 551“1,1/3” 5[gn).
[ ater, theirson |~ dward, owned and operatcc]

5unsct C abins, a smallresort acj’acent fo ( and now
owned bﬂ) K uttgers.

e built and opera ted this steamboat to fcrry

peo, le on Bay Lakc and Ec/m Lakc (now Tame
Fgﬁ Lakc). /‘/e had adra w[aricfgc between the
[akes.

Toa’aﬂ, t/;cirgrancfson, (il and his wite Dorot/y, have a home cast of V= [ish
[ ake.




Gcorgc & Maggfc [Hunt
B

Jn 1883, Geozgc Albertand Maggfc [Hunt (and their 1 1
c/ii/a’rcn), homesteaded most the southwest Portion of
Bay Laéc (anc/ a Parce/ across the /akc).

IRES
ﬂU i\

[ ater, the. Pw‘cﬁascc/ the northern Fortfon of [Funter’s
Ba‘g /%1}71‘ (which had been given to the NFRK).

I/Vii'/7 Nick Newgar‘a’ and the e ———
Wasscrzicﬁcrs, the /'funts [ater formed the b R
Baﬂ [ ake [Fruit Growers, an organization B o S
tﬁatsﬁﬁpea’ Proa’ucc From PDeerwood by 2 1

bOXC&I‘Z

77765 built a frame house between t/rEooints that are now owned f)y Birkeland’s and

rickson’s.



[Funt ((_ontinued)

Onc of their sons, Gcozgc Wilbur (known as “(GW? or
"Grancfpa /"/un t‘“’) was a remarkable gard&ncr.

[Tewasalsoa[ a Minister at Nokay [ ake, \/ineland and
Y i
Peecrwood. [Je walked to these locations.

=y
T heir fanm’ng o)pcrat:bn Jead to the c/evc/opmcnt of [lunt’s ;

Canncry which was later owned and opcra ted [)ﬂ one of their ﬂ Jad =
sons, Kagoﬁ, and his wite Aé}simon, E!Eﬂ:’ \E\ j‘

Mang of our “older” residents remember buying sweet corn and berries at the
Canncry (often coming [75 boat) and home baked bread and Pic's from Ka)/p/:’s

sister-in-law, Silvia.



771@ 535 [_akc Co/or{g

/n 1886, the [ioneer Coopcr‘atfvc Com)pany (known as the Baﬂ [ ake Co/ong),

was chartered to be an "cx}pcn'mcnt n coopera tive associations”.

7_/76 co/ony Purc/')ascc/ the Bcnnct’t sawmill and /lléc/ﬂ the Bcnnctt and Mi/cm

ﬁomcstcac]s.

Bcnnett moved about 6 miles cast where he established another sawmill on the cast
shore of, /: arnm /S/anc/ lake in a small settlement that became Bcnncttvi//c.

7_/76 . o/ony was a financial failure and it closed the next year, but it attracted a
number of, Pionccrs to 535 [ ake.



Joe & _Josephine
(Wasserzieher) K uttger

Jn 1886, Jose}oﬁ K uttger, born in GeMany, lrll

came to Bay Lake to run the steam engfn& for

the C o/ony ’s sawmill.

W/wn the Co/onﬂ c/oscc{ he homesteaded
what is now Malkerson’s [sland.

[n the fallof 1889, Joscpﬁlhc I/Vasscfz:éﬁcz;

came to stay with ﬁcrrcccnt{g widowed sister,

[ ouise {I/Vasscrz;rbﬁet) K nietf-

front room of the K nietf home.

Abouta year later, Joe & Jos;?o/n'nc were married in the



K uttger ((_ontinued)

Tﬁeﬂ lived in the home _Joe had built on the island goicturé of
Joe & Josepﬁzhc in their later years 55 the house which is still on
the island).

Alexwas bornin 1892. [n 1894, with their second child on
the way, tﬁcg moved to the mainfand.

Soon atterward, t/my Ecgan construction of the home
(that even toc]ay /s part of the K uttgers Loa’gc f?ui/&hg)

which, later, led them into the resort business.

nel%granalson Jack,ancf bis wite Ann, and t/;cﬁ"grcat' granc/son (hris, and bis
wife Joannc, continue the K ut'tger’s K csort /cgacy on 535 Lakc.



Erath Brothers

In 1886, the [ rath brothers came to work ‘!i’ “ N A@ ; | :
at the Cobnﬂ. - 5, | S P e B\ . 1.

77165 homesteaded the shoreline that is

now Sand Beach Fark, Grcg Koad and

Wakeman Koad as well as a substantial
amount of land off the lake.

Onc of the brothers traveled to Nort/7 Da,éota to work the harvest. /‘fe returned
soon after the ice had formed. f‘/e crossed to K uttger /5/anc] and then C/7urc/7
[sland but fell t'/7roug/7 and drown on Brig/n!'on Foint.

A yearortwo [ater, his brother also fell t'/7roug/7 the ice and drown on
Bngﬁton Foint



[ orrey Sawmill

When the Co/ony sawmill closed in about 188 vz Jamcs [ orrey and his
son, Jra, who joint{g opera ted a sawmillin [Deerwood, built a miion Bay

[ ake.

The Bennett - Bay Lake
Colony Sawmill




A dolf [_ undstrom

[n 1900, Adolf | undstrom ]purcﬁascd what is
now (hurch [sland F/anni}?g to /og the lumber-

[Te'd come to America from Sweden with bis son
_John, after his wite died in childbirth.

/n a]p}oroxima te[y 1909, he lost his son to
tuberculosis.

[T decided to return to Sweden and sold his
island to the First | utheran C hurch of St. Faul

for $1.00.

[irst [ utheran’s Baﬂ [ ake Camp has been
opcratfhg on the island since 1926.
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Ar‘t/wf; Esr & Gora/n Gray

/n ] 904, Artﬁur& [ aster Gray Purcﬁascd a farm
north of the lake.

Two years [ater tﬁcy Purcﬁascc/ fand and built a store
on the 5@55@56531773/7 77‘311{ note the oxcn).

/n 1919, t/u:y sold the store to Kuttgcr’s (now Kuttgcr’s
C ountry 5torc).

Tﬁcy then Purc/zascc] 8 acres and built a resort.

T/wirson, Gora’on, /a tcro]ocra ted a resort, hardware store and mi//wonés A f‘fc
sold the store and millworks to Lan‘y & Nancg 7770/775 in 1969 who turned it into an
Ace [Hardware Storein 1 973 and built a new éui/c/ing in1989.



Nc wgaraf f‘]’a/l K uttger &
“Contcnt”

5331 "Q St R };“Wi Jn 1902, [ . F Hall an architect from Du/utﬁ,ﬁrougﬁt his
N b B bride to K uttger’s.

W/7i/c on a walk i'/nfy met /Vfc;é N&wgara’ and sometime
Prior to 1973, tﬁcy Purc/mscc] some of the his property.

Ncwgarc] then Purcbasec] a Por‘t'lbn of the W/'lcc/cr
homestead where he built a home.

Jn his later years he asked bis friend Joe K uttgerto
check on him if smoke 5toppccf coming from his cﬁz)nney.

T he smoke stoppcc] . _Joe checked. Nick was dead. T he roperty was willed to
Joe. Toa’ay it 18 part of ‘Content? which is owned Ey the _Johnson & K eller
Families.



Sometime Pn’or to 1913, K uttger [sland was
soldto (. uy/cr  Adams (who discovered iron ore

in the [Deerwood area .....and whose name was

used to name the C uyuna Kangc).

[ aterit was sold to the (old %, ancestors of the
current owners.

T he origina/ road a/ong the North Shore went a/ong the shoreline (in front of

current cabin locations).

Ancf, on the /\/ W side of the lake the road went across what is now the Ka//cst'ad(
/: arm (l.e. well a way from the lake).

/ra Torrey homesteaded much of Nortﬁcast E cho 535.




Watfensmith & Pat

Joﬁn s thel
l/Vaﬁ(cnsmitﬁ settled
) W of. 535 [ ake.

[ ater generations
settled on the east side
of the [ake ([)ﬂ what is
now I/Iér#ensmﬂ‘ﬁ Koad)

M 53 th homesteaded
the far northeast shore

and f A Batﬁ
homesteaded to his
cast.



.5umma/y of ,50[]76 of the E ar[g
/‘fomcstcadcrs & 5@ ttlers




Bay [ ake Schools

Tﬁerc were at least 4 Bay Lakc area
schools.

T he first school was built in 1884, on land |9
that was donated [95 John Milem . e

NORTH BAY LAKE ™

[n 1902 it was rcP/ach bya new bwfding = g4 f hetes N, 3
(where Kuttgcr’s tennis courts are toc]ay). ] o T o
T he oﬁ'gfha/ /og schoolhouse was
dismantled and moved to Deerwood

o wn5/7§o.

A fist of the pY ils enrolled in 1910 include the /o//owing
familiar names: Albert & Cas er Miller, I/Vi//liam, [ d 6 Max
K uttger, Marie Arc/;iéa/j Mortimer Batfz, (larence
W/)cec/er and Myr/e /: uller 64/@)( K uttgcr’s future wi)%).



Schools (continued)

o S *g%g w'
B S NN,
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P [ his picture of the K atrine School was
takenin 191,

[t was located near [Junter's Bag ust
north of what is now [~ ag/cwooc/ K{)ad' ]
T he two rut road later became f‘]’[gﬁway
6 and then Eag/cwoocf 'Koad.

Note that [Junter's Bay is visible in
both pictures.

[ s o AL X BT EE et
I R L 2 e

Jn 1962, /‘ﬁg/rway 6 was relocated and the school 4 Wi AN
house was condemned. Art [Tansen ( C urt’s fét/zcr) (BTN
Eoug/d' the 5(11’/0%5 and moved it to it’s current site. i g T




50177@ of the car[g
‘6ummcr F colo/c 4

(ntil air c:ona’it'lbn/hg became Po/ou/arit was common for Pco/o/c from K ansas and
Missouri to seek the cooler Minnesota climate.

ﬁ‘ank & f‘fc/cn Bc/ow

/n 1901, F rank & /‘/c/cn Bc/ow, from 5t [_ow:s, MO, came to Kuttgcr’s and
[ater Purcﬁascc/ some of the Arc/n'[)a/c/ Propcrly 3

T heir decedents Plistains & |Wolfs own
the former A rchibald propcrty today.




7-/76 Kansas C o/onﬂ

Jn 1898, Mr. & Mrs., Fred Poone, from Junction City, Kﬁ were K uttger’s first “rcgistcrcc/
gucsts”anc/ [ater t/lcy Purc/u—asca’ Propcrtﬂ on the Nort/7 5/70rc ( now the 7-/'ctz /70mc).

Over the years tﬁcg enticed many other K ansas families to Auy property on 535 [ ake.

E vcm‘ua/(g the shoreline east of, K uttgcr’s became known as the Kansas C o/ony.

§Pnhgcr, Wc{gc/ & Wagaman (Manhattan) Poone & Durland Uunction Cn{y),
Mcycr (A tchinson), [Hofton & B/ac,é (Wichita). A c/c/iivbna/{g Kitchies [70ug/7t on
the northwest shore and Warc/;ams (/\//an/ma ti'an) Iourc/msca’ the northeast /ooint I

the Rattle Foint Birch [ awn area.



[nabout 1920, [ P& U//a Frerce (from the [ win (ities)

bcgan camplhg on land that was owned bﬂ G W / 7unt. ', ! :
4

it 8
okl
-

t
4

La ter t/my Purcﬁascc/ +Jots ( now /’ am’s/:, MacKag, En'c.éson
&505cy Propertlbs) .

[ ditor’s Note: 7_/7c5c wonderfu/ fam/@ /o/’cturcs area grcatrcmlhc/cr of how

/uckg we are to be /7crc.









